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Amendments to the claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of claims: 

Claims 1-39 (canceled). 

Claim 40. (new) A method for facilitating part qualification functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

creating a commodity template for a commodity, said commodity associated 
with a supplier part, comprising: 

entering requirements data for qualifying said commodity; 
selecting at least one database in a part qualification repository for 
storing said requirements data, said pari qualification repository comprising: 

a parts database receiving information from a commercial parts 

database; 

a technology survey database; 
a qualiLy information network database; 
an archives database; and 
a system testing database; 
assigning a default viewing tool for qualifying said commodity based 
upon said at least one database selected; 

establishing access restrictions operable for restricting and authorizing 
viewing and editing capabilities associated with said commodity template; 

wherein said requirements data stored in databases 
associated with said part qualification repository are shared among said databases. 

Claim 41 . (new) The method of claim 40, wherein said part qualification plan 
template comprises: 

requirements data operable for qualifying said commodity; 

at least one proposed database in said part qualification repository for storing 
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said requirements data; 

nn assigned default viewing tool for ^ • 

a text message field said tcxt " ' °' le pr ° P ° Scd databas * 

an access pormissioas sliucture; and 
a plan framework comprising: 

a plurality of tasks; 

i ; di :"" ,ilo,e, " i ' ! ' rcs|io " sibtef '«-i''p^ii 1 yof tek ., ;anJ 

<K Y d " C d " M associaM said plurality off*- 

a development entity; 
a supplier; 

^..ncuon repo!itory; m " ~ " f * *«>•«■ ««■ S aid PM 

a technology engineer. 

Claim 42. (new) The meihod of claim 40 further , , ■ ■ 

^»»,cc„„ otoBy< , ual , ncalio „ Mi] , casMciatodw . , hsaWco 

selecting a supplier from sa id ]i sli arid 

qualification data comprising: 

a plurality of tasks; 



«- ".fon„ a ,io n a^ wUh sald dcalw „, aMMtion . 
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Claim 43 , (new) The method of claim 42, further comprising: 

updating said detailed qualification plan with data specific to said supplier 

part; 

analyzing said data, comprising: 

i 

selecting and viewing a detailed qualification plan associated with a 1 
supplier for a specified technology; 

running reports against detailed qualification plans for suppliers 
associated with said specified technology and viewiny said reports; 

qualifying said supplier part based on said analyzing said data; 

wherein said updating said detailed qualification plan 
comprises 

obtaining said data specific to said supplier part from at least one of: 

a supplier; 

at least one of said databases associated with said part 

qualification repository; and 

a technology engineer. 

Claim 44. (new) 71ic method of claim 42, further comprising: 

viewing a status screen for a supplier part, said status screen comprising; 

a description of qualification data associated with said supplier part; 
a test message related to said supplier part qualification data; 
a status box indicating approval status; 
a recommended repository for said qualification data; and 
a description of said supplier part, said description referencing said 
supplier part by supplier part name and by a part name used by an enterprise that is 
qualifying said supplier part. 

Claim 45, (new) The method of claim 40, wherein said parts database stores a parts 
index, said parts index relating part numbers established by an enterprise qualifying a 
supplier part to part numbers used by a supplier being qualified. 
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Claim 46. (new) The method of claim 40, wherein said technology survey database 

stores information relating to at least one new technology, said information provided 

by at least* one of: 

a development individual for an enterprise that is qualifying suppliers; 

an engineering individual for said enterprise that is qualifying suppliers; and 

an existing or prospective supplier associated with said at least one new 

technology. 

Claim 47. (new) The method of claim 40, wherein said quality information network 
database stores: 

audit data related to a supplier; 

standardized audit forms; 

audit reports; and 

auditing procedures. 

Claim 4S. (new) The method of claim 40, wherein said archives database stores part 
qualification plans that arc no longer active, 

Claim 49. (new) 'Hie method of claim 40, wherein said system testing database stores 
results of system resting specific to a particular corporate division of an enterprise that 
is qualifying suppliers. 

Claim 50. (new) A. system for facilitating part qualification functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an applications server, and a database 

server; 

a part qualification repository in communication with said host system, said 
part qualification repository storing: 

a parts database receiving information extracted from a 
commercial parts database; 

a technology survey database; 
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a quality information network datable; 
an archives database; and 
a system testing database; and 
at least one workstation in communication with said host system; and 
a parts qualification software executing on said host system; 
apart qualification plan template created by said parts qualification software, 
said part qualification plan template associated widi a commodity; 

wherein said part qualification plan template comprises: 

requirements data operable for qualifying said commodity; 
at least ono proposed database in said part qualification 
repositoiy for storing said requirements data; 

an assigned default viewing tool for accessing said 

requirements 

data, said assigned default viewing tool selectable based on said at least one proposed 
database; 

a text message field, said text message field operable for 
explaining qualification data and for selecting a reference document for viewing; and 
an access permissions structure. 

Claim 51. (new) The system of claim 50 wherein said part qualification plan 
template further comprises a plan framework comprising: 
a plurality of tasks; 

individual or entity responsible for said plurality of tasks; and 
due dates associated with said plurality of tasks. 

Claim 52, (new) The system of claim 50, wherein said qualification data is received 
from at least one of: 
a supplier; 

at least one of said databases associated with said part qualification repository; 

and 

a technology engineer. 
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■ umtatf wiU, aid Kctaoiogy „, aliflcation a , rf 

a plurality of tasks; 

individual or entity response for said dctaned creation plan- 
due dales associated with said detailed qualification plan- and 
status ,„f 0rniati0n w . th saj(] detgned ^ 

Th eS ys, mofclaini5 o, furthercorapris 
assorted w,h a supplicr part> MiJ status screen compn . 

a test message reJ,^ t0 said ^ ^.^^ ^ 

a status box indicating approval status; 

a recommended repository for said qualification data- and 

a description of said supplier part, said description re ft— „ ^ , 
^^^^^^^^^ 
qualifying said supplier part. ^ 

a document link; nnd 
a hypertext lint. 
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Claim 56. (new) The System of claim 54, wherein said text message includes at least 
One of: 

a file name; and 
a comment 

Claim 57. (new) The system of claim 50, wherein said parts database stores a parts 
index, said parts index relating part „ Umbers establishe<J by ^ ^ 
supplier part to part numbers lused by a supplier being qualified. 

Claim 58. (now) The system of claim 50, wherein said technology survey database 
stores information relating to at least one new technology. said information provided 
by at least one of: 

a development individual f or an enterprise that is qualifying suppliers; 
an engineering individual for said enterprise that is qualifying suppliers; a , ld 
an existing or prospective supplier associated with said at least one new 
techno logy . 



Claim 59. (new) The system of claim 50, wherein said quality information network 

database stores: 

audit data related to a supplier; 
standardized audit forms; 
audit reports; and 
auditing procedures. 



Claim 60. (new) The system of claim 50, wherein said archives database stores part 
qualification plans that arc no longer active. 

Claim 61. (new) The Syst em of claim 50, wherein said system testing database stores 
rest, Us of system testing specific to a particular corporate division of an enterprise that 
is qualifying suppliers, 
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Claim 62. (now) A storage medium encoded with machine readable computer 
program code for facilitating part qualification functions in a communications 
network environment, the storage medium including inactions for causing a 
computer to implement a method comprising: 

creating a commodity template for a commodity, said commodity associated 
with a supplier part, comprising: 

entering requirements data for qualifying said commodity; 
selecting at least one database in a pan qualification repository for 
storing said requirements data, said part qualification repository comprising: 

a parts database receiving information from a commercial parts 

database; 

a technology survey database; 
a quality information network database; 
an archives database; and 
a system testing daiabasc; 
assigning a default viewing tool for qualifying said commodity based 
upon said at least one database selected; 

establishing access restrictions operable for restricting and authorizing 
viewing and editing capabilities associated with said commodity template; 

wherein said requirements data stored in databases 
associated with said part qualification repository are shared among said databases. 

Claim 63. (new) The storage medium of claim 62, wherein said part qualification 
plan 

template comprises: 

requirements data opcmblc for qualifying said commodity; 

at least one proposed database in said part qualification repository for storing 
said rcquirtimenls data; 

an assigned default viewing tool for accessing said requirements data, said 
assigned default viewing tool selectable based on said at least one proposed database; 

YOR.920000560US1 

U7-00O5 j j 



PAGE 16/22 ' RCVD AT 12/19/2003 3:30:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time) ■ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 • DNIS:8729306" CSID:8602860115 < DURATION (mm-ss):07-54 



% 



DEC- 1 9-2003 FR I 03:36 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 17/22 



'b 



atextn ^field jSa idtoxt m es sa g efi c I do P c ra bleforexpl a bi n8 
quahficatton data and for selection a referee document for viewing- 
an access permissions structure; and 
a plan framework comprising: 
a plurality of (asks; 

individual or entity responsible for said plurality of tasks; a „d 
due dates associated with said plurality 0 f tasks; 

wherein said qualification dam is received f rom at least oue of: 
a development entity; 
^ a supplier; 

at least one of said databases associated with said part 



(/ qualification repository; and 

a technology engineer. 

Claim 64. (new) The. storage medium of claim 62 further cm™ ■ • • 
causing saidcomputerto dement: *°*~"»*™* -.ructions for 

tcmJ Stabl ^ 
template, comprising: 

entering a technology qualification name associated with said 

commodity; 

reiving a list of suppliers associated with said technology 
qualification name; 8/ 

selecting a supplier from said list; and 

oaring qualification data for said detailed qualification p , an said 
qua Iihcation data comprising: 

a plurality of tasks; 

pJan; indiVidUl " 01 e ' 11ity reS P°" sib,c said detailed qualified 

due dates associated with said defied qualification plan; and 
^ status information associated with said detailed qualification 
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Claim 65. (new) The storage medium of claim 63, further comprising instructions for 
causing said computer to implement: 

updating said detailed qualification plan with data specific to said supplier 

part; 

analyzing said data, comprising: 

selecting and viewing a detailed qualification plan associated with a 
supplier for a specified technology; 

running reports against detailed qualification plans for suppliers 
associated with said specified technology and viewing said reports; 

qualifying said supplier part based on said analyzing said data; 

wherein said updating said detailed qualification plan 
comprises 

obtaining said data specific to said supplier part from at least one of: 

a supplier; 

at least one of said databases associated with said part 

qualification repository; and 

a technology engineer. 

Claim 66. (new) The storage medium of claim 64, further comprising instructions for 
causing said computer to implement: 

viewing a status screen for a supplier part, said status screen comprising: 

a description of qualification data associated with said supplier part; 
a test message related io said supplier part qualification data; 
a status box indicating approval status; 
a recommended repository for said qualification data; and 
a description of said supplier part, said description referencing said 
supplier part by supplier part name and by a part name used by an enterprise that is 
qualifying said supplier part. 

Claim 67. (now) The storage medium of claim 62, wherein said parts database stores 
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V**!* a S u„p,ie r PK1 10 psrt „ Bmbc[s used „ y „ suppl . er 

CtaM. (no.) l^^cn^orc,^^^,,^^ 

provided by at least one of: 

a development individual for an enterprise that is qualifying SUpp l icrs . 

an earing individual for sajd ^ . ^ 

an exiting or prospective supplier associated with said at least one now 

technology. 

network database stores; 

audit data related to a supplier; 
standardized audit forms; 
audit reports; and 
auditing procedures. 

Chin 70. (new) The ^ medium of cIaim ^ ^ sai(J ^ 
stores part qualification plans that are no longer active. 

Claim 7. . (uew) The storage modium of ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

***** stores results of svste m testis specific t0 a part ic„, ar corporate divisfon of 
an enterprise that is qualifying suppliers. 
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